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What a fun Christmas party we had on December 18! The food was plentiful
and delicious as always. The highlight of the evening was the performance by
Martha Kendall on violin, banjo and guitar with a narration of the life and
times of Stephen Foster. In addition, those attending the Tuesday, Dec. 20 draw
were treated to a lunch of leftovers that was equally delicious.
We start the first of our special events this month with the February 9,
Valentine’s Day Social. Carne and Peter have put together a great party but
need a head count as they prepare. Guests are welcome. Please sign up on the
sheet on the front table or email Carne at carneclarke@gmail.com to let her know
you are coming. A recent newspaper article discussed appreciation as it relates
to your connection with an object or an organization. If you misplace your cell
phone and spend minutes or hours finding it, the more you appreciate that
phone. With an organization , the more effort and time you invest, the more
you strengthen your link with that group, and the more you appreciate it. I ask
you join us on February 9. If you are unable to bowl, come socialize with your
fellow lawn bowlers. Come with an open mind for a fun variation on a
traditional game and some delicious snacks to follow.
Please take time to review and update your medical contact cards as necessary.
They are located in the top right bureau drawer (with the red cross on it). They
give us contact information in case of a medical emergency at the green. It is
also the card that would be given to paramedics should the need arise so please
have a current list of any medications as well as your physician’s phone
number. If you do not have a card, there are blanks as well as directions on
information requested in the drawer.
Glad to see so many taking increased care when placing bowls on the green.
Thank you for your efforts and for reminding each other with such tact.

There is a new website bowlschat.com which is worth taking a look at. I have
sent them info on our club. It will be a good resource if it stays current. Lastly,
welcome to new member Doris Stabinsky. Doris is a former lawn bowler from
South Africa by way of Las Vegas, who has decided to return to the sport.
Please introduce yourself on the green.
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Before the Christmas party began

Calendar:

Dave slicing one of the turkeys

All events at the clubhouse unless noted.

All Draws at 12:30
No Jackpot Thursday on Feb 9. No Jackpot winner yet so total in the
jackpot this week is $8. Rod is the February sponsor.

February 9, Valentine’s Day Social
Draw at 12:30
Special Snacks at 2:30
Chairpersons: Carne and Peter Clarke
Rain date: February 16
Please be willing to help when asked.
Wear whites or club shirts.
Guests welcome.

Our Feb. 9 draw game, weather permitting, will be “Hearts on the Green”, a
traditional 12 end pairs game but with 4 special ends which is played by some
clubs in Canada. At any time, if the jack goes out of bounds it is replaced on the
string at the 3 meter mark. And then:
On end #3, long bowls are removed. Any bowl which passes jack high is
removed and placed on the bank (this include bowls knocked past jack high by
other bowls) You can use the edge of the mat to measure.
On end #6, short bowls removed. Any bowl finishing short of the jack high is
removed and placed on the bank. If the jack moves, bowls then short remain on
the green.
On end #9, reverse the order of play. The jack is not delivered. The skips play
their bowls, then the leads play their bowls and the appropriate lead delivers the
jack.If the jack is thrown out of bounds, the next player rolls, etc.
End #12, is a power play end; the number of shots scored on this end is
doubled .
We will have lots of reminders and special scorecards on how to play so don’t
worry about trying to remember the rules. Just thought you might like to see the
game in advance.

Prizes will be awarded to the first place team. Winners will be the team
scoring the most points. In case of a tie, biggest point differential will
decide.

Thanks:

To John Lyons for help setting up the Christmas party; to all who
brought the wide variety of appetizers and desserts to the party; to Carne and Peter
Clarke for hosting the Valentine’s Day social; to Rod and Harry for loaning bowls to
the club collection; to Earl, Pete B, Glen and Doris for green clean up after the
storms; to Carne and Leslie for helping with printing; to Rod for sponsoring the
February Jackpot.

Help Wanted
It is the time of the year that weeds grow in the ditches. If everyone would pull for 5
minutes before every game, we could keep them cleaned up. Lots of weeds along the
fence line and on the walkways, too.

Focal Point: Kicking bowls toward center line

Thanks to all who are exercising care in placing bowls on the green. Only
bowls should be on the green; not bags. Bags need to stay on the walkway.
We all will benefit by reducing the wear on the green and by prolonging the
life of the carpet. This month please remember that at the conclusion of

an end, all players kick bowls to the center string. It makes it very
easy and fast for the raker to move down the string from rink center to
placing the bowls behind the mat ready for play to resume. After bowls
have been collected and placed, the raker then marks the score. Play
moves much more efficiently. Let’s help each other remember to do
this.

Goals 2017:
Personnel: To have a net gain10 members added to our January roster bringing
our total membership to 50; to have 2500 games played.
Facilities: To have all members participate in clubhouse, garden and green
maintenance
Finance: To add $5000 to green replacement fund
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We continue to have fairly even use of the green through all 12 months with a
slight decrease in December, January and February due to rain days. The large
number in November (225) was primarily due to our hosting Granite Construction
corporate event. However, when I graph the years for which I have been keeping
records, the picture looks a bit different.
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Not a good picture! Rereading past newsletters I found that in 2010, we had a
very focused membership drive “Rolling Forward” and had a lot of participation
by all members competing for prizes for bringing in new bowlers. Many people
really worked to bring guests to the green, and although we didn’t gain a lot of
new members, the green had a lot of use. In 2013, we ran our first Groupon
promotion which accounts for the jump up. We sold over 60 promotions but
unfortunately didn’t make the best of them. A lot of new people came to the green
but we focused on occasional use and fund raising rather than membership. In
2014 and 2015, we were focused on renovation and construction and less on
membership. Now, we have a beautiful clubhouse, private bathroom and an
expanded garden area, all good selling points. Carne and Peter are very diligent at
maintaining contact with potential new members. We have several opportunities
for increased community exposure including Parks and Rec month, summer
Wednesday evening events and Santa Cruz Challenge. Let’s stay focused on
membership. Your ideas are welcome. Together we can change the direction of the
graph.

Remember:
“You know it was a good day if you didn’t hit or bite
anyone.” (Nathanial Parizek, age 4)

