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We are celebrating May Surprise Thursday with Tres de mayo on May 3; draw 
is at 12:30 and celebration begins at 2:30. Friendship games begin this month 
with Palo Alto on May 2. Sign up sheet will be on front table for carpooling. 
Please indicate if you can drive or need a ride.  Note on the calendar below that  
May 20 there is a festival in the park and parking will be at a premium.  I 
recommend you avoid the area and plan on bowling on Saturday if possible. 
Also note that we have a Quarterly Meeting scheduled for May 31.  Originally 
scheduled for June 14 but I will be in Minnesota doing grandmother stuff. I will 
forward the agenda before the meeting. Although we are to begin discussing 
by-laws., our focus will be on membership. SUMMER HOURS BEGIN 1 
MAY. TUESDAY AND SATURDAY DRAW WILL MOVE TO 9:30.  
SUNDAY AND THURSDAY REMAIN AT 12:30 

Calendar 
May 1, Tuesday, Summer Hours begin  9:30 draw
May 2, Wednesday, Friendship game Palo Alto
May 3, 12:30  Thursday, Tres de mayo Hosted by John L and Gary
May 9, Wednesday, Friendship Games Sunnyvale 
May 16,Wednesday, Friendship  Sunnyvale (Santa Clara is having work 
done on their green so their week is being held on Sunnyvale green) 
May 20, Sunday, Vive Oaxaca Guelaguetza Festival in park. No parking 
May 23 Wednesday Friendship Games, San Jose  
May 30, Wednesday Friendship Games, Santa Cruz 9:15 draw. Game 
begins at 9:30 
May 31 Thursday, 2:30 Quarterly Meeting 

  



Thanks: Doris for hosting clean up day lunch; to Pete for weed eater repair;  to 
Dave , Eli, Lisa, Josh, Eddy, Carne, Peter, Rod, Earl, Doris, Stephen and Pete B for 
clean up; to Carne for bringing cookies to the clean up lunch.   
 

 

Earl and brushing machine          Pete and Stephen working on rink markers. 

Friendship Games:  
The Friendship Games are played in the following formats: (Unless 
stated otherwise, BUSA rules should apply.) 

1. Two (2) games: one in the am then lunch and second in the pm. 
2.  Each club can determine how the format can be based; usually it is 
a mixed triples depending on the turnout and hopefully an even count. 
3.  Each player pays $3.00 fee regardless if they play one or two 
games:  $1.00 goes for hospitality to the hosting; the remaining $2.00 
goes out to the 2 or 3 top teams for the am and the pm games. 
4.  Bring your name tag and your own lunch. 
5.  Wear your club's shirt or whites and flat soled shoes. 
6.  Usually a Spider is done prior to the start of play; each club can do 
their own thing as to enhance the spirit of the game. 
7.  Please let your club's representative know what position you would 
like, but it is not guaranteed depending on turnout and team makeup. 
8.  Each club's rep should alert ASAP to the host club's TD how many 
players will be attending so as to get the hosting refreshments and the 
proper amount of rinks to set up. 



10.  This is the first time that this is being offered to other clubs in our 
PIM Division; it has always been a FUN Social event that brings in a 
renewal of old and the discovery of new friends and bowlers all over. 

Focal Point: Touchers and Dead Bowls 
Touchers 
A bowl in its original course which touches the jack, even though it 
comes to rest in the ditch within the boundaries of the rink of play, is a 
live bowl and is called a toucher. A bowl is also a toucher if, after 
having come to rest: 
it falls and touches the jack before the next bowl is delivered; or 
in the case of the last bowl of an end, it falls and touches the jack 
within the period of 30 seconds 
No bowl will become a toucher if it plays onto, or comes into contact 
with, the jack when the jack is already in the ditch. 

Marking a toucher 
A toucher must be marked with chalk by a member of the team that 
delivered the bowl or the marker as soon as it comes to rest. 
If, in the opinion of either skip or opponent or the marker, a toucher 
comes to rest in a position in which marking it would be likely to move 
the bowl or alter the head, the bowl must not be marked but 
nominated as a toucher instead. 

Dead bowls 
A bowl is a dead bowl if: 
it is not a toucher and comes to rest in the ditch; 
it is not a toucher and rebounds onto the rink after contact with the 
face of the bank or with the jack or a toucher in the ditch; 
after completing its original course or after being moved as a result of 
play, it passes completely outside the boundaries of the rink of play 
after being moved as a result of play; 
in its original course, it passes outside a side boundary of the rink on a 
bias which would prevent it from re-entering the rink of play; or 
in its original course, it comes to rest outside a side boundary of the 
rink even though it may have come to rest in contact with the outside 
edge of a line jack 

A bowl is not a dead bowl if: 
it is carried by a player while inspecting the head; 
in its original course, it comes to rest within the boundaries of the rink 
even though it may have passed outside a side boundary of the rink 
during its course; 
it is a toucher which rebounds from the face of the bank onto the rink 
of play; 



it is a toucher which comes to rest on top of the jack or another 
toucher at rest in the ditch; or 
it comes to rest on top of the jack or any bowls that are at rest within 
the boundaries of the rink. 

A dead bowl must be removed from the rink of play as soon as it has 
been declared dead. 

Goals 2018: 
Personnel: to have a net gain of 5 on our January 30 membership roster 
Facility: to have monthly cleaning of the clubhouse. cleaning for May: Eli 
and Lisa 
Finance: to add $5000 to green replacement fund 

Attendance: Only 72 games signed for in March.  Our largest March 
day was St. Patrick’s party. We did have a lot of rain but even sunny days 
were poorly attended. April numbers are going to be even worse. Our 
average draw is 4! I welcome your suggestions as to how we can improve 
our numbers.  As we begin our summer season, it is our greatest opportunity 
for recruitment. We also face issues with retention. Of our 8 new members 
last year, none have returned. Our active membership is rapidly declining 
due to health, moving and life’s circumstances.  Please give the issue 
thought and come prepared to discuss and be willing to work to solve the 
issue.  
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